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And I had better come to an end, rather than invite too close a
scrutiny of these, or, worse still, fall into the most heinous crime
that a translator can commit, which is to interpose the veil of Us
own personality between his original and the reader.

E. v. R.
May 1945

NOTE ON THE I4TH PRINTING, 1959

Michael Ventris9 decipherment of Linear B in 1952 marks
the beginning of a new era in Homeric studies. One of the lead-
ing pioneers in the field is Professor T. B. L. Webster, who in
his brilliant work From Mycenae to Homer, London (Methuen)
1958 and New York (Praeger), has even proved able, through
a minute examination of the Homeric poems, to give us some
idea of the nature ofMycenaen poetry, none of which has as
yet come to light. But though all who wrote about Homer
before 1952 must already be feeling that their words will
eventually stand in need of considerable revision, much work
remains to be done; and at the moment I content myself by
stating that on page 9 of the above Introduction I seem to have
antedated Homer by at least a century.

June 1959

E. V. K.
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